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WELL, IT worKED. I MI : t RGET 

CALL ITANIGHT. I'MGIVIN' LIFTS, Sees LITTLE LADY RIDE FREE 

BuT YOU'LL HAVE TO SEND SOMEONE TONIGHT. ER... PICK A CARD? 
BACK TO GET THE BIKES. 


LOTSA ACTIVITY uP AT 
THE CASTLE TONIGHT. 
YOU BOYS INVOLVED? 


Way’? THEY 00 THAT? 
OTHER'N SHE'S CUTE 
AS A BUG, I MEAN? 
WHAT 00 YOU KNOW ABOUT 
THE LOCALS? THE ONES IN 
THE CASTLE, IN PARTICULAR. 
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4° TO ASK. 


NOT THAT THEY’RE GOOD 
AT IT, YOU UN/NERSTAND. 
WREAKING TERROR, I MEAN. 
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NOT MORE’N MOST FOLKS. 
It'S SOME KINDA FANATICAL 
PARAMILITARY FEUDAL GROUP. 
WE GET 'EM ALL THE TIME. 
HEY, THEY PAY TAXES. 


A COUPLE OF TIMED CHARGES 
IT SEEMED A WASTE TO USE 
THEM ALL UP AT ONCE. 
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IT SHOULD. AS CHAOTIC AS THEIR 
IDEAS OF DEFENSE SEEMED TO BE, 
IT COULD BE WEEKS BEFORE THEY 
GET THE FIRE UNDER CONTROL. 


WHICH STILL 
LEAVES A KEY QUESTION 
UNANSWERED. 


‘NEAR AS I CAN TELL, THEY SENT US A 
RINGER. THEY DIVERTED THE CUSTOMER. 
FROM WHAT THEY WERE SAYING, THEY 

DON'T WANT YOU ANYWHERE NEAR... 


HITOMI, YOU ARRANGED FOR 
THIS ‘SPECIAL CLIENT’. 


—\ WHAT'S ALL THIS ABOUT? 
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OF COURSE. WITH THE SPACERS 
YOU INDICATED... AH... REMOVED, 
THERE WILL BE NO INTERRUPTION OF 

OUR OPERATION THERE. 


ER, THE... ER... 
; MEN ARE FIRING 
OFF ATEN... 


GENERAL CHONG. 
WHAT'S THAT EXPLOSION, 


HMM. IT'S APPRECIATED, 
GENERAL, BLT IS THAT WISE? 
It’s EXPENSIVE RUNNING AN 
EVIL ORGANIZATION! 


see TWELVE ROUND 
UTE TO YOUR COMING 


Victory, Master! 


SPREAD SHEETS... 
STATEMENTS..- 
Boy CAN THEY BAT... 


PROFIT AND LOSS 
LALINDRY FEES... AND 
SOMETIMES I 


WONDER IF IT'S AL WORT) 


GENERAL, YOU WILL SEND A 
VAST ARMY TO RIGEL AND SEIZE 
THE BELIFLOW GENERATOR, 


WITH IT, WE CAN INSTANTLY 
NULLIFY THE GALAXY’S DEFENSIVE 
WEAPONRY AND SWEEP TO AN 
INSTANT AND TOTAL victory} 


How LARGE A RUTHLESS: 
FIGHTING FORCE CAN YOU y 
RALLY IN 2O MINUTES?, 


OH, WELL, 10 OR SO. MAYBE. 

IF I CAN RECRUIT THE ONES 
WHO BARRICADED THEMSELVES /N 
THE PANTRY AT THE FIRST SIGN 
TROUBLE. MOST OF OUR 'FIERCE 
WARRIORS’ ARE HIDING IN THE 
2ES7, AND GOD KNOWS HOW LONG 
TILL TAKE TO COAX THEM BACK! 
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GO, CHONG! FOR THE GLOR 
OF THE KOROBOROMITSU CLAN! 
AND FOR GoD's SAKE SAVE ANY 

RECEIPTS YOU INCUR. TAX 


TIME'S COMING UP. ae: 


REPORTS BEGIN TO TRICKLE 


De 


/} CAN HAVE THE FULL 
ASSAULT FORCE READY IN 1s 


FH 
i xan MINUTES, MY MASTER! 
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AND THE RECRUITMENT 
CAMPAIGN SOLINDED SO GOOD! 
‘BE BRUTAL AND DOMINATE 
THE LINIVERSE! HIGH WAGES, 

FLEXIBLE HOURS! FULL SP 


“en MEDICAL PACKAGE!’ 


WORKS FOR ME! IF 
I'M ON RIGEL, I WON'T BE 
AROLINO WHEN THE DAMAGE 


IN TO THE MASTER. 


SENTRY, ASSEMBLE ANY GROUP 


LEADERS YOU CAN LOCATE FOR A 
BRIEFING IN THE SHOGLIN 
LOUNGE. I'M NOT PICKY. _ dam 


WELL <S/GH> 
TIME TO SET THIS WAR 
MACHINE INTO ACTION... 
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ws 2 TO LET THEMSELVES 
+. ASSUMING WE CAN 
JUMP START /T, 
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{ i I'LL BE SEVERAL DRINKS AHEAD 
OF THEM. JUST TELL T 
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ATTENTION! STAND By For *% 
THE LAUNCH OF OUR 
INVINCIBLE SPACE ARMADA! & 1 1 TT 


= Let's RAISE A CHEE sgt 
ees , GENERAL! Your CREW IS 
MIGHTY GENERAL CHONG AND HIS ARMY, ALREADY ABOARD, AND WE ARE 


AS THEY DEPART TO BRING TERROR TOA 
- READYIN N ARATUS! 
CRINGING UNIVERSE! ALL HALL! » . moti — Salat ag 
\ Se 
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I’M INSTALLING THE LAST 
SECTION OF THE POWER SOURCE 
NOW, CHIEF SCIENTIST CHO! 


UMM, RED IS POSITIVE. 
Or IS THAT BLACK...7 


Er, GENERAL? SINCE YOU ONLY HAVE 
6 BRAVE WARRIORS IN YOUR ASSALILT 
FORCE, WE WERE 
COULD PICK UP A 
US ON RIGEL? I MEAN, SI 
THERE'S AL KINDS OF FREE SPACE 
ABOARD, AND ALL... 


WONDERING IF YOU 
FEW SUPPLIES For 
I MEAN, SINC! 


Ho, Kora! 
YOU CAN BEGIN 
YOUR COUNTDOWN. 


IF THEY GET THE INTERNAL 


GENERATOR GOING, WE LEAVE. 
\ WHO KNOWS WHEN THAT'LL BE? A 


IF ANYONE CARES TO \Y 
DESERT EN Route, I'm 


OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS. 


3 OH, AND WHO'D BELIEVE THAT? 
NONONO! IT SOUNDS NG Le OUR ONLY ‘WEAPON’ ON BOARD 
BETTER IF WE GO DOWN a IS A TRACTOR BEAM, AND THAT 

IN A SPACE BATTLE AGAINST TL, ONLY WORKS AT SHORT RANGE, 


VASTLY GREATER Opps! ANP ON OB SECTS SMALLER THAN 
A BASKETBALL. 


AND WHAT'S ‘VASTLY GREATER’ 


THAN ONE SHIP? TWO7? 
I DON'T BELIEVE IT. 
WE'RE GETTING og) 
TO THE STARTERS. Yf 
—_ 
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TYPICAL, BUT WHAT 
DID I REALLY EXPECT? 
Try IT AGAIN. 


MUMBO, WE MAY HAVE TO 
LEAVE THE PLANET FAST. IF 
T LEAVE YOU SOME EXTRA FUNDS, 
CAN YOU GET THE 'CYCLES DREDGED 
UP AND HOLD THEM FOR US? 


My Guess’s RIGEL. 
WE'VE GOT TO GET To 
THE SPACEPORT 


OKAY, FINE. 
SO JUST TELL ME 
WHAT'S WORTH STEALIN’ 

ON RIGEL? 


WILL Do. 

COME ON, CHEs! 
LET'S GET THE ENGINES 
WARMED up! 
RELAX! COMIN’ 
UP, NEXT EXIT. 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE. 
Don’T WoRRY ‘BOUT THE 
. "CYCLES. I'LL GET 'EM 
IF WE GET TO THE ‘PORT L~ ALL CLEANED uP. YOu 
QUICKLY ENOUGH, MAYBE 7 JUST LET ME KNOW WHAT'S 
WE CAN FIND OUT. en , COOKIN’ ON RIGEL. 


DARLING, DON'T You SEE? —_— 
THEY'RE JUST USING YOU, WHILE I WO 
-- LIKE THE DAUNTLESS SWASHBUCKLER 
I TRULY AM -- OFFER YOU RELEASE AND 


TRUE BLISS! AND FAR, FAR MORE...! 


ORB! INITIATE TAKE-OFF 
SEQUENCE. RECALIBRATE THE 
EXTERNAL SENSORS AND CLIT IN 

THE NAVIGATIONAL BEACONS 

IN THE OUTER HULL! 


Wuat ZS Ir 
WITH YOu PEOPLE?! 
Can't You EVER KNOCK?7!! 


LONG STORY, 
LAMBIE. WE'RE REALLY 
NOT SURE. 


VTOL. STAND By TO 
CONVERT TO HORIZONTAL 
CLIMB AT 9,000 Feet! 


JUST THINK OF IT AS OUR 


SPECIAL, PERSONAL INCENTIVE 
TO GIVE UP COFFEE. MAIN DRIVE 
READY TO FIRE, CHRIS! 


ALMOST DAWN. JUST TIME TO DIG UP 
BLIRT AN’ ELWYN AN’ CON’EM INTO A LITTLE 
GAME. JUST SO0’S I CAN SCRAPE UP THE 

EXTRA CASH TO HIRE 'EM TO HELP WITH 


NO! I won't LET you! 

Have you NO SOULS7!7! 
THE POOR THING NEEDS 
HER BEAUTY sLeEP!! 


A CARTOON! 
I'M LIVING INA 
CARTOON! ORB, HOW 
LONG TO INTERCEPT? 
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ALL GO OFF TO BED AND LET z | <4 
ME COORDINATE THE APPROACH? 4 


IF YOU STAY UP, Rd ; 
YOU'LL ALL WANT... COFFEE! YOU'RE RIGHT. 
You KNOW YOU WILL! mh I NEED seer. 


THey AREN'T GOING ALL THAT 
FAST, BUT THEY CLEARED THE 
ORBITAL ASTEROID FIELD BEFORE 
BuT 00 WE THEY OVERFLEW THE SECTOR. 
REALLY HAVE TIME We'LL BE AN HOUR ROUTING 
AROUND THAT. RELAX. We’LL 
CATCH THEM EASILY! 


OHHH, BED. 
How I've 
MISSED you! 


SOUNDS GOOD. 
AKE THE HELM, ADMIRAL. OVERLY 
SHE'S ALL YOURS. AMBITIOUS! 


WZ 
<YAWWWN? MayBe WE SHOULD JUST Y 


TIRRACK THEM FOR AWHILE. JUST 
To BE SURE THEY'RE BOUND FOR 
RIGEL. NO NEED TO RUSH 
THINGS AND MAKE MISTAKES! 


HusH. SLEEP NOW, 
MASTER PLOTTING LATER! 


<SNIFF-SNIFF? 
SOMETHING IN HERE SMELLS 
LIKE A WET DOG! 


THIS IS YOUR WAKE-UP 
CALL! PIRATES OFF THE 
STARBOARD BOW. 


CHARMED. AND 
HOW MUCH DID HE 
SET ‘US’ BACK? 


Meet Mp. 
BOorur, MY NEW CHRIS! WHO CAN PLACE A 
SPECIAL FRIEND! PRICE ON FRIENDSHIP! ISN'T 


THE ENEMY SHIP IS ABOUT 
10 KM AHEAD OF US. AS FAR 
AS I CAN TELL, THEY HAVE NO RADIO 
OR EXTERNAL SENSORS, SO THEY 
SHOULDN'T KNOW WE'RE HERE, 


ORB, WHAT'S OUR 
PURSUIT STATUS? 
Is THERE TIME FORA 

ER AND C HANGE?, 


Is HIM A WUVWY WABBIT? nce FINE. We WON'T 
Yes HIMIS! ALL THE BUNNIES : RUSH THINGS. RIGEL’S 
are JEALOUS! STILL HOURS AWAY! 


17 


No WE DON’T. 
Now, vou WAIT HERE, TAKE IT FROM ME, 
Mr. Boorur! WHAT'S WE DO NOT REALLY NEED 
THAT?! Doccte SNORED TO DISCUSS THIS. UH-uH. 
AND KEPT YOU AWAKE?! 


WeLL, I'LL JUST HAVE 
AWORD With AIM! 


WAIT A MINUTE! WE REALLY 


HAVE TO TALK ABOLIT THE WAY 
ae TREAT MY FRIENDS! 


IT I HAVE THE HELM? 


RIGHT, THEN. THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR TRUST. 


GOOOD MORNING, 
SUNSHINE! 


MR. BooruR AND I HAVE COME 
TO AN AGREEMENT. J GET YOU 
ON WEEKDAYS! SERIOUSLY, WE 
OOK OFF BEFORE YOU HAD TIME 
TO SPEND ALL THAT MUCH. I'M 
COUNTING MY BLESSINGS! 


WE'LL MAKE UP FOR THAT, 
NEXT PLANETFALL. Mr. BOOFUR 
SAYS HE NEEDS A WHOLE WARDROBE! 


CAN YOU BLAME 
ER? Now, LET'S CHECK 
ON OUR LITTLE PALS. 
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Pes 
—C. gy Lamere's STILL 
SA Dd pean TO THE WORLD. 
any I CHECKED. A 
"HOLDING'S” THE WORD 
FOR IT! JUDGING BY THEIR [oe 
PROGRESS, I'M NOT SURE ( — i SHOULD 
THEY'LL MAKE Ir TO RIGEL. [aa Tae } A HAND. 
Okay, CHRIS. ao & : 
TARGET SHIP IS I ey 
| Mi 
~& 
Q \ “ 


HOLDING AT 2OKM. 


Not TO QUIBBLE, BUT 


Q / wouton'T THAT GIVE THEM 
A BIT OF AN ADVANTAGE? 


THey Just BARELY Got INTO 
SPACE, AND WE'VE PRETTY 
WELL CRIPPLED THEIR 
OPERATION AT THE CASTLE. 


I'M BETTING THAT THEY WERE 
PLANNING ON STEALING A REAL 
SPACESHIP FOR THEIR RETURN TRIP. 
THAT CLUNKER PROBABLY WOULDN'T MAKE 

A SECOND TAKE-OFF IN ONE PIECE. 


ALL WE HAVE TO 00 IS 
HEAD THEM OFF AND MAKE SURE 


THEY LAND WHERE WE WANT THEM TO. 
SOMEWHERE WHERE THEY CAN'T 
DO ANY REAL HARM, 


Now, YOU'RE 
SURE YOU KNOW 
WHAT TO D0? 


AND DON’T 
YOU FORGET IT. 


YOU JUST KEEP AN EYE 

OUT FOR THOSE TETHER 

LINES. I DON'T WANT 
TO GET FOULED! 


RELAX. I JUST 00 
THE GRUNT WORK. 
You'Re CALLING THE 
SHOTS ON THIS ONE. 


Just THE SAME, 
I'D FEEL BETTER BEI 
; HANDLING TLL BE CAREFUL, 
RG ZeroG )||/ CHRIS. I saw THe 1 
CAN BE TRICKY. SAFETY VIDEOS WHEN WE 
= WERE IN THE *AMF. 


You'D BETTER BE. 
I DON'T WANT TO 
LOSE YOU. 


OU'LL HAVE TO © o) 
THE REMOTE THRUSTERS ON 
THE TOW HOUSING. I'LL 

WATCH THE LINES. You J 


KEEP THE THROTTLE 
AT HALF. I’M STEERING OUT 
TOWARD THE ENEMY SHIP. 
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You've cot cour SO —— I'M CUTTING THE 
METERS TO GO. KEEP THRUSTERS. CAN YOU TAKE 


YOUR CURRENT HEADING, TO = IT THE LAST FEW METERS? 
AVOID THE ENGINE EXHALISTS. 


YES, BUT BE READY TO 
LOCK THE CABLE SPOOLS 
SO THEY DON'T FEED OuT 

EXCESS LINE WHEN I stop! 


LOCK THE SPOOLS WOW, CHRIS! 
I'LL ATTACH THE CABLES INA 
CLUSTER, JUST FORWARD 
OF AMIDSHIPS. 


THAT WAY, WHEN WE 
B HIT ATMOSPHERE, THEY'LL 


past se 
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FIRING UP OUR ENGINES 
AND CHANGING COURSE 
WITHOUT THEIR DETECTING 
THE SHIFT. 


‘ By se , On, I'M SORRY. 
Sie Case . pac Sea ee DID YOU GO SOMEPLACE? 
Pe aewta 7 “i Mr. BOOFUR AND I WERE 
4 HAVING A PARTY... 


ORB, STAND BY ON MANEUVERING 
ROCKETS. I WANT TO COME AROUND 
IN AS SMOOTH AND LOOSE AN ARC 
AS YOU CAN MANAGE. 


WE CAN DISCUSS 
THIS LATER, Ore! 


I 00 Not BELIEVE tui! 
EXCUSE ME, DARLING. 
Irs THEM, AGAIN! 


Mayse I SHOULD 
HANG A SOCK ON DOOR 
CONTROL, OR SOMETHING! 


OF COURSE, IF YOU DON’T 
THINK YOU CAN HANDLE THE 
ERATION, I COULD ALWAYS... 


<SNORT? I AM AN 
ADVANCED CYBERNETIC 
CREATION. NOBODY Does 
IT BETTER! 


TIME FOR ALITTLE DETOUR. 
THE SCENERY AROUND HERE'S 
NOT ALL IT’S CRACKED UP 
TO BE. BETTER GET DRESSED, 
DEAR. WE'LL BE ARRIVING 
BACK AT THE SPACEPORT 
IN ABOUT FOUR HOURS. 


NOW CORRECTING 
HEADING BY 160 DEGREES... 
170... 175... 


DETALA, HERE 
WE come! 4 


AnD aFTeR AL T 
TOLERATE FROM YOU! 

THE ABUSE, THE SNIDE 

REMARKS, THE COFFEE 


Four TEDIOUS 
HOURS LATER. 


ON OUR FINAL 
APPROACH TO DETALA. 
WE'VE JUST CLEARED 
THE INNER MOON. 


We'LL HIT ATMOSPHERE 
IN ABOUT 3 MINUTES. 
Okay, Ors. We'LL 

TAKE OVER NOW. 
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IT COULD BE DONE, AND Mr. 
Boorur’s ASKED ABOLIT A PAYING 
sos! I CAN SEE IT Now: TWO 
BRAVE SPACERS AND THEIR 
CLEVER BLINNY RABBIT TAKING 
ON A CRUEL, WICKED UNIVERSE! 


TURNABOLIT SEEMS 
FAIR PLAY, THERE'S A 
NICE PATCH OF SEA JUST 
OFF THE COAST FROM 
THEIR CASTLE! 


—————— 


Rcccaed g)\\ 4 
Tale 


You SEE, DarLinc?! I GIve My HEART 
7 AND SOUL TO THE COMPANY, AND DO YOU 
THINK THEY'LL EVEN REMEMBER THIS AT 
V CHRISTMAS TIME? WHEN DID THEY 
EVER GIVE ME A FIGGY PUDDING?! 
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OY & 
¥ WE'D ALWAYS COME ON 
OUT ON TOP, OF COURSE. 
<a 


4 THANKS To Mr. Boorur! 


WHEN Have we EVER 
KILLED ANYONE? No. 
WE'RE JUST GOING TO PUT 


BEFORE THEY CAN GET INTO 
ANY MORE TROUBLE. 


We'RE ENTERING 
THE UPPER ATMOSPHERE NOW. 
T'LL RELEASE THEM AT 600 FEET. 


GOING TO KILL THEM, 
ARE YOU? 
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CAN WE STOP A 
FOR AN ICE CREAM? 


I'LL TAKE DOUBLE SPRINKLES 
AND CHEESE! 


/S GOING TO TAKE 
SOME EXPLAINING! 


ge NOW THIS 
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